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St. Saviour’s National School, Rathdrum 
 

Homework Policy 
Homework is an integral part of the communication between school and home.  
Parents can monitor the progress of their children through continual reference to 
Homework Diaries and along with liaising with the teachers.  The homework policy has 
been redrafted by staff, and is endorsed by the Board of Management. 
 
Rationale 
The aim of the homework policy is to: 
 Further strengthen the home-school links 
 Reinforce the learning experienced by the pupil during the school day 
 
Relationship to School Ethos 
It is the policy of the school to try to identify all the educational and development 
needs of the pupil and put in place measures to adequately cater for their needs. 
The school also encourages the active involvement of parents in enabling their child 
to take responsibility for their work and work independently for appropriate periods 
of time.   
 
Aims and Objectives 
The primary objectives of the policy are to: 
 Ensure clarity as to the recommended time to be spent on homework. 
 Consolidate learning through reinforcement of class work. 
 Enable pupils to develop a sense of responsibility and independence for their own 

work. 
 Foster self-discipline and independent study skills within the pupils 
 Promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across all classes. 
 Further develop links between home and school. 
 
Resources 
 Homework Diary (Fallons) 
 See Saw 
 Work sheets, textbooks, folders, exercise copies etc. 
 ICT 
 

 
Policy Content 
 
It is school policy to assign appropriate class-related and age-related levels of 
homework as an important reinforcement in the learning process.  The school 
attempts to maintain a balance between oral, learning reading and written work.   
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Through homework, good study habits are fostered, independent learning is 
promoted and self-discipline developed. In the 3rd-6th classrooms we aim to foster the 
child’s independence through expecting them to bring home the correct text books 
and copies. The following are the allocations for our school.  Times are an approximate 
guideline and will vary depending on the pupil and the topic. 
 
As part of our well-being strategy, on a Monday we have Mindful Monday where the 
children across the school have less homework and an opportunity to engage in 
mindful activities. 
 
At the beginning of the school year each class has a meeting with their class teacher 
to discuss homework and the expectations. It is important to discuss with your 
teacher your child’s individual needs and agree the cut off times for time spent doing 
their homework.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Junior Infants: - Once the Jolly Phonics programme commences in October, 10 

minutes of homework is given each night to practise the sounds 
being introduced in school.  
Reading, blending and sight word practise commences in 
January/February and it is recommended that parents read to 
and with their children on a regular basis.  

 
Senior Infants: - Up to 25 minutes approx.- Maths, Phonics (learning 

digraphs/sentence practise), Reading, Sight word, blending 
practise 

 
First Class: -   Up 35minutes including oral work, learning, reading,  

English, Maths, Spellings and Tables. 
 
Second Class: -  Up to 35 minutes including oral work, recorder, reading,  

English, Maths, Spellings and Tables. 
 
Third Class: -  Up to 40 minutes including oral work, recorder, 

English, Maths, Reading, Gaeilge, S.E.S.E.   
Spellings and Tables. 
 

Fourth Class: -  Up to 40 minutes including oral work, Maths, English,  
Gaeilge, S.E.S.E and project work.   
 

Fifth Class: -  40-50 mins –including oral work and recorder, Maths, Gaeilge, 
English, SESE and project work. 
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Sixth Class: -  40-50 mins – including oral work and recorder,  
Maths, English, Gaeilge, S.E.S.E and project work. 
 

Please Note: 
1. These times are approximate guidelines. If your child is finding the time 

required too long or is finding the work challenging please discuss this with your 
class teacher.  

2. If you would like additional reading to compliment the Oxford Reading Tree 
scheme please discuss with your class teacher. Each child has access to our 
school library. 

3. Family life is busy and if you require fluidity with homework please discuss this 
with your teacher. For example you might find it difficult to complete 
homework on a particular night but will complete the next night/have it all 
completed by Friday.  
 

Principles of Homework  
 

1. Homework is generally based on class related work or work already covered in 
class.  It will generally contain a balance between reading, learning and 
writing.  Time devoted to reading and learning is as important as written work. 

 
2. The assigned homework is generally explained to children in advance.  The 

different ability levels of the pupils may also be taken into account. 
 

 
3. Homework is given from Mondays to Thursdays. Homework is sometimes 

given at the weekends where homework needs to be completed or a project is 
due. This is always in consultation with parents. However, we do recommend 
that all pupils do some reading at the weekend.  
 

4. The Special Education Teacher will occasionally give homework to their 
allocated pupils but only as a reinforcement of class work.  Reading is routinely 
given as homework and should be accorded priority consideration.  Every 
effort is made to ensure that the child does not end up with an overload of 
homework. 

 
5. If homework causes stress or worry to the child, parents are encouraged to 

communicate the nature of these anxieties to the class teacher.  If homework 
cannot be completed on a particular night, parents are asked to forward a 
note on See Saw to the teacher to explain the circumstances for non-
completion. (This is where it has not been pre-agreed with a teacher regarding 
fluidity of completion of work) 
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6. Pupils who do not complete homework satisfactorily may be required to re-do 

this work during lunch break or at home. This action is only taken in 
consultation with parents.  
 

7. It is important for parents to supervise and check homework.  If a child 
experiences difficulty in a particular subject area parents may need to sit with 
children and give extra support. We expect homework to be done as neat as 
possible.  

 
8. All pupils have a homework diary which records homework. If a parent has a 

question/feedback about homework please communicate through See Saw.  
 

9. “Homework passes” may be given at a teachers’ discretion. When a child’s 
birthday falls on a week day the child will receive a homework pass. 
 

10.  In general, all school homework will encompass a wide spectrum of learning 
experiences such as reading, writing, tables, spelling, learning ‘by heart’, 
drawing, collecting information, colouring and finishing class work. 
 
 

 
 Procedures for Parents 

1. Provide suitable, comfortable facilities. 
2. Try to remove the distractions; particularly T.V should not be on while your 

child does homework.  
3. Help child overcome difficulties through explanation. 
4. Parents should not do the homework for their children, if the child is having 

difficulties, please communicate on See Saw. 
5. Notify the class teacher if time spent on homework regularly exceeds the 

recommended time. 
6. Set up a routine for doing homework and encourage the completion of 

homework as early as possible after school. 
7. Discourage morning homework. 
8. Homework Club which takes place on a Tuesday & Thursday for 1st-6th classes 

or Monday-Friday for JI & SI can assist with providing homework support for 
children and parents. If you wish to send your child to homework club please 
contact your class teacher/school office.  
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Evaluation of Homework  
 In-class corrections 
 Checking homework diaries 
 Parent – Teacher meetings 
 Teacher designated tests 
 Teacher observation 
 Feedback from parents and pupils 

 
Roles and Responsibilities / Implementation 
Pupils, teachers, parents and the Board of Management all have a role to play in the 
implementation of this policy.  
 
Homework Synopsis of Policy for Homework Journal 
a) Homework is an important part of a child’s learning routine.   
b) We ask that parents supervise homework to ensure that both oral/reading and 
writing tasks are carried out.  
c) In written work we expect each exercise: 
- to have a title and date (5th & 6th Classes)  
- to be written neatly to the best of the child’s ability 
- to be labelled clearly 

e) If an exercise appeared to pose particular difficulties for your child or took them a 
long time please write a comment on See Saw 
f) We ask that parents ensure that the learning and reading are given similar attention 
to written homework. 
 
While we encourage parents to assist with homework we ask that you do not do the 
work for your child. 
    
In the 5th & 6th classrooms it is part of the child’s preparation for secondary school to 
ensure that they have the correct books. 


